Waterfall

Waterfall is an international collaboration between three artists, Pirjo Heino from Finland, Karmela Berg from Israel, and Ellen Schön from the United States. The artists met through the Transcultural Tile Exchange project in 2004. Our collaboration--an exhibit, installation, and performance--explores the theme of water as a metaphor for life. Water is seen as transformative and healing, as well as a tangible resource which needs to be protected. The title, Waterfall conveys both the idea of abundant water AND water at risk. 
  
The exhibit opens at the Nave Gallery in Somerville, Massachusetts http://www.artsommervilleorg/nave/exhibits.html April 2- 26, 2009 (opening reception April 2), coordinating with the Transcultural Exchanges International Opportunities in the Arts Conference. Waterfall will then travel to Art Gallery Ripustus http://www.ripustus.fi in Hämeenlinna, Finland from June 2-28, 2009 (opening reception June 2), and later to Tel Aviv, Israel (venue TBA). 


Our project has several components with each artist contributing to the others’ ideas:

As part of the installation, we have invited local and international artists to donate their interpretive snapshots of water. Photos will be sold for $35 each. A portion of the proceeds (after costs), from the photographs will be donated to WaterAid, an international non-governmental organization whose mission is to overcome poverty by enabling the world’s poorest people to gain access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene education. . http://wwwwateraid.org/usa/default.asp
In addition, our collaboration includes: 
· Three floor-to-ceiling silk panels, representing our different conceptions of waterfalls.

· An installation/ performance of upside down empty cups in the form of a water droplet, evoking water as the source of life, whose absence we cannot endure. Everyone entering the gallery can participate by adding a cup to the installation. 

· A film by Karmela Berg, with sculptor, Avi Sperber, and art therapist, Aliza Gilboa, documenting their environmental art about water as a scarce resource in Israel. 


Waterfall is part of the TransCultural Exchange's world-wide Project entitled Here, There and Everywhere: Anticipating the Art of the Future. The TCEs project is designed to encourage artists to work collaboratively, culminating in a series of international exhibitions, a catalog, and a panel discussion at the International Opportunities in the Arts conference in April 2009. http://www.transculturalexchange.org/conference_2009/overview.htm
We appreciate this opportunity to forge a personally and socially meaningful collaboration from our different backgrounds, cultures, and disciplines. 
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